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CfP: Places of Progress? Re-Evaluating the Sites of High Tech Controversies

Advanced technologies or ‘revolutionary’ technological systems are often deemed
controversial, risky or ambivalent. Diverging interpretations clash when their places of
development or use are turned into heritage sites through practices of remembrance or
museumization. Understanding technological sites as “lieux de mémoire” (Pierre Nora) shifts
our focus to the actors engaged in processes of remembering modern technologies, and the
cases in which established narratives have been supported or challenged on local levels: For
some, Peenemiinde on the German island of Usedom is considered the ‘cradle’ of spaceflight,
an interpretation complicated by the fact the V-2’ rocket was built by forced laborers and used
as a terror weapon. The Ukrainian ‘lost place’ of Pripyat, by contrast, displays the high tech
ambitions of the Soviet Union during the Cold War, but also draws a ‘dark tourism’ to the
Chernobyl Exclusion Zone that explores the failures of nuclear energy. Questions about the
ethics of technology use often seem to subvert stories of the ‘heroes of invention‘, leaving
visitors with the impression of ambivalent historical places.

‘Places of Progress‘, to be held at Haus der Wissenschaft in Braunschweig from September 16
to 18, 2019, aims at investigating past and current challenges of remembering modern ‘high
technologies’ (both military and civilian), such as weapons, information and communication
technologies, transportation infrastructures, nuclear energy or nanotechnology, at or through
their historical sites. The conference will examine the argument that histories of technology
have often upheld a traditional view of modern linear progress, but became the focus of
controversies when particular sites and objects were employed in exhibitions and other forms
of remembrance. We are interested in the agendas, stakeholders, practices and institutions
involved. How have sites and technological objects been used to create traditions or consolidate
cultural memories, to support or undermine established historiographies? Have postmodern
debates transformed enthusiasm into nostalgia? What has been willfully ‘forgotten’ to promote
divergent narratives?

Papers can relate to (but are not limited to) the following themes:

Progress and Risk: High tech developments are often regarded as progress by some and risk
by others. Both can inform localized forms of remembrance, protests or celebrations. The
question whether objects should carry ethical problems remains. Technological ambivalence
sheds light on conflicts between local practices of remembrance and national cultures of
memory. On a political level, this results in disagreements about whether to build museums,
memorials or nothing at all, letting the place and leftover artifacts ‘speak for themselves’.



Infrastructures and Heritage: Ports and railway stations, once the backbones of growing
transnational infrastructures, have seen their glories gone. Like factories, hallmarks of the
industrial revolution, they have sometimes left what has been described as ‘ghost places’ or
‘lost places’. Case studies give insight into how memories and perceptions of old and new
technologies have supported narratives of sovereignty and innovation.

Material Culture: Remembrance differs in its social and political functions. Modelmaking
could involve the recreation of machines and whole landscapes. Full-scale models play an
important role in re-enactments, especially of battles, often staged at their original sites.
Paintings, postage stamps and commemorative medals are being collected for their role in
enhancing the remembrance of sites and events without being ‘authentic’ themselves.

Media: Comics, novels, tv shows and computer games have addressed and recreated
technologies and their sites. VR technologies immerse users into sites no longer existent or
ruins otherwise inaccessible. Simulations have repeatedly brought up the question of
authenticity. This is a problem of concern also for museums and memorial sites who consider
recreating objects or infrastructures via augmented reality technologies to entertain or educate
visitors.

Proposals for papers are invited from those working in history, public history, didactics of
history, science and technology studies, cultural or heritage studies and other disciplines, but
also from preservationists and practitioners working at museums or memorial sites. Please send
an abstract of no more than 300 words along with a brief biographical statement to Daniel
Brandau and Constanze Seifert-Hartz by Monday, April 1, 2019 to: meta-peenemuende(@tu-
braunschweig.de

Accommodation during your stay in Braunschweig will be paid for by the Research Group.
Additional funds are available to help with travel expenses. For further information please visit
www.ifg-braunschweig.de/metapeenemuende and https://www.ifg-
braunschweig.de/metapeenemuende/conference-september-2019

Contact:

Daniel Brandau and Constanze Seifert-Hartz

Meta-Peenemiinde. Das Bild der riistungstechnischen Versuchsanstalten im kulturellen
Gedachtnis

Technische Universitidt Braunschweig

Institut fiir Geschichtswissenschaft

Schleinitzstr. 13

D-38106 Braunschweig

E-Mail: meta-peenemuende@tu-braunschweig.de




